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Introduction
This case study compilation was developed by the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas
(2022) to clarify what constitutes an “Other Eﬀective Area-based Conservation Measure”
(OECM).
This resource provides an overview of the diversity of OECMs with case study examples across
land and sea use types to show where practitioners can begin to identify potential sites, along
with the type of criteria to keep in mind.
For additional information on OECMs, a full list of guidance and resources on OECMs developed
by the IUCN WCPA can be found here.
For more resources on Draft Target 3, please click here.

OECMs: Introduction and Criteria
OECMs deﬁnition: “A geographically deﬁned area other than a Protected Area, which is governed and managed in
ways that achieve positive and sustained long-term outcomes for the in situ conservation of biodiversity, with associated
ecosystem functions and services and where applicable, cultural, spiritual, socio–economic, and other locally relevant
values” (Convention on Biological Diversity, 2018). The highlighted terms will be used to structure the case studies. Parts
that are underlined in the examples indicate that the site may not ﬁt the criteria fully in some instances.
OECM Site Assessment Tool (Version 2; in development):
Screening criteria
1-The site is not a protected area (PA)
2-The site is likely to support important biodiversity values
Full assessment
3-The site is a geographically deﬁned area
4-The site is conﬁrmed to support important biodiversity values
5-Activities which threaten the important biodiversity values of the site are prevented or mitigated
6-Governance and management of the site results in the in situ conservation of important biodiversity values
7-Governance and management arrangements are likely to be sustained
8-Governance and management arrangements address equity considerations
A site with a ‘yes’ response for every criterion qualiﬁes as an OECM, subject to stakeholder consent and recognition by
national government A site with one or more ‘uncertain/partial’ or ‘no’ responses does not qualify as an OECM.

Land and Sea Use Types Covered
➔

Indigenous People and Local Community Conserved Areas

➔

Private Land with Conservation Aims

➔

Natural or Restored Parks

➔

Wetlands and Floodplains

➔

Marine Conservation Areas

➔

Fishing Refugia and Closure Zones

➔

Production Landscapes Managed for Conservation

➔

Sustainable Community Pastures

➔

Conserved Sections of Military Reserves

➔

Historic Wreck Sites
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Indigenous People and Local Community Areas
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Indonesia: Tana’ ulen Lapan River
A tana’ ulen is an area rich in natural resources and ecosystem services of high economic
and cultural value for the indigenous Dayak Kenyah people in Kalimantan, Indonesia.
Access is restricted, and the products that can be harvested are also controlled. Tana’
ulen Lapan River is one of nine tana’ ulen forest areas that have been documented.
Geographical deﬁned space: 8821 ha. Based on natural boundaries.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA and is being recognised as an ICCA.
Governed: Indigenous people/community; the Dayak Kenyah of various sub-ethnic
groups.
Managed: The customary councils and the customary chief.
Biodiversity: Primary forest in pristine conditions and abundant wildlife.
Permanence: Long term since it is a long-standing tradition among Dayak Kenyah people.

Colombia: Jaba Tañiwashkaka of the Linea Negra
Jaba Tañiwashkaka of the Linea Negra is a sacred site of the Kogui Indigenous people located by
the Jerez river mouth across the Caribbean beaches. In this area, the Indigenous communities
obtain materials such as shells and seeds. It was bought in 2012 and recovered as a sacred site.
Geographical deﬁned space: 230 ha (it is fenced).
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA, being considered as a sacred indigenous site.
Governed: Indigenous people/community or shared; mainly governed by the Kogui Indigenous
people and other organisations play a supporting role.
Managed: The Kogui people, supported by diﬀerent organisations such as the Amazon
Conservation Team (ACT).
Biodiversity: It has marshlands in the process of recovery; oxbow lakes used as nesting place by
alligators, turtles, and ﬁsh; mangrove areas and dry forests; it is a migratory bird site.
Permanence: Long term. It will be permanent once it is declared an indigenous reservation.

The Philippines: Mount Candalaga Dumut ICCA
The ICCA was designated by the indigenous Mansaka people within their Ancestral Domain. The
community has multiple objectives, including biodiversity conservation, but cultural/traditional preservation,
supporting traditional livelihoods, and maintaining and enhancing natural resources are the primary goal.
Geographical deﬁned space: 16,800 ha. Area is deﬁned by the community and their Ancestral Domain in
their Ancestral Domain Sustainable Development and Protection Plan (ADSDPP).
Not recognised as a protected area: The ADSDPP has the support of the government, but it is not a PA.
Governed: Indigenous/community; the Indigenous Mansaka people.
Managed: The local community has managed it for generations.
Biodiversity: It is within a Key Biodiversity Area, which is home to threatened and restricted-range species,
including the Philippine Eagle.
Permanence: Long term as an ADSDPP is a “long term comprehensive spatial and development plan”.

India: Apatani Landscape in the Ziro Valley
In this landscape, the Apatani tribe practices their unique paddy and pisciculture, which comprises
rice cultivation and ﬁsh culture, based on traditional knowledge.
Geographical deﬁned space: 3200 ha. Area is deﬁned by the paddy ﬁelds they use.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: Indigenous people/community or shared; collaboratively governed and managed by
the traditional authorities and the Biodiversity Management Committee under the supervision of
local council representatives. Regulated by the customary laws and traditional practices of the
Apatani people.
Managed: Same as above.
Biodiversity: Supports rich biodiversity and conserves crucial watersheds. Holds several
non-timber forest products yielding plants and conserves 16 traditional varieties of rice.
Permanence: Long term as the Apatani people have been in this region for over 500 years and
pass on their customs across generations.

Bangladesh: Village Common Forests
For a couple of generations, the indigenous people of Chittagong Hill Tracts have been
conserving small patches of forest near their villages mainly for water, bamboo, and minor
forest products. These small forests are known as VCFs.
Geographical deﬁned space: There are around 314 VCF covering 12,141 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: Indigenous people/community (although it is recognised as a common
property resource)
Managed: Every VCF is run by a Forest User Group (FUG). The village headman is the
head of the group and the villagers are the members of group by regulation.
Biodiversity: Very rich biodiversity: 33 amphibian species, 61 reptile species, 187 bird
species, 38 mammal species, 113 plant species
Permanence: Long term; the indigenous people have conserved these forests for multiple
generations

Kenya: Daasanach Pastoral ICCAs
The Daasanach are a group of indigenous people in Kenya with important pastoral ICCAs that are deeply
embedded in their society and culture.
Geographical deﬁned space: Their pastoral commons are in in well-deﬁned areas north-east of lake
Turkana and have ICCAs which are clearly marked by seasonal rivers recognised by the community.
Not recognised as a protected area: Some of the ICCAs in the region overlap with a protected area (Sibiloi
National Park). Nevertheless, other large adjacent areas to the park are not PAs and can still be identiﬁed as
OECMs.
Governed: Indigenous people/community; traditionally governed through their eight-clan customary
institutions.
Managed: The Daasanach have managed their areas for at least several centuries to support their pastoral
livelihoods.
Biodiversity: They support the conservation of grasslands, hardy vegetation, and biodiversity in the riverine
forests of the seasonal rivers of the area.
Permanence: Long term since the Daasanach have managed their pastoral ICCAs for many centuries.

Solomon Islands: Zaira Resource Management Area
The Zaira Resource Management Area (ZRMA) is a community-governed conservation area. The eﬀorts of the
indigenous Zaira community have conserved a large and intact watershed, representing the largest area of intact
primary forest in the Marovo Lagoon.
Geographical deﬁned space: 5150 ha total; 2850 ha in terrestrial area, and 2300 in marine. Naturally demarcated.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA yet, but was submitted to the national government for consideration.
Governed: Indigenous people/community; a Chief's Committee (chief and two spokesmen), a Conservation
Committee (chairman, secretary, and treasurer) and tribal members from each of the three groups from the
indigenous Zaira tribes.
Managed: Leaders from the Zaira tribes and a team of community male and female rangers.
Biodiversity: Biodiversity hotspot; includes the endangered monkey-faced bat, nesting sites for the critically
endangered leatherback turtle, and over 10 species of amphibians, including the native Faro Island tree frog.
Permanence: Long term; ZMRA management is planning a long-term investment into the area to conserve it.

Private Land with Conservation Aims
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Kenya: Wildlife Conservancies
Conservancies cover 11 per cent of Kenya’s land surface compared to 8 per cent under national
parks and reserves. They exist in 28 out of the 47 counties in the country.
Geographical deﬁned space: Conservancies in Northern Kenya cover 5,595,200 ha — more than
the entire area covered by all national parks and reserves combined.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not considered to be PAs.
Governed: Community or private.
Managed: Community or private.
Biodiversity: Conservancies host 72% of the Southern white rhino population in this region. The
region also hosts 90% of the global population of wild Grevy’s zebra and nearly the entire
population of the Hirola antelope. The region also hosts 15% of the national lion population, the
third largest population of cheetahs in Kenya, and the sixth largest global population of wild dogs.
Permanence: Long term; Kenya’s Conservancy and Sanctuary Regulations 2017 previously
allowed conservancies to be deregistered on weak grounds but these regulations have since
been amended to enhance compliance with OECM Guidelines.

The Philippines: Danjugan Island
Danjugan Island was purchased in 1994 through the eﬀorts of the Philippine Reef and
Rainforest Conservation Foundation Inc. (PRRCFI) and the World Land Trust for its potential
as a biodiversity conservation site and to protect it from being exploited.
Geographical deﬁned space: 43 ha, marked by ﬂoating buoys to diﬀerentiate the island
from the surrounding MPAs.
Not recognised as a protected area: The island itself is not a PA. The surrounding waters
are MPAs and have diﬀerent governance measures (not counted as an OECM).
Governed: Private; PRRCFI.
Managed: PRRCFI.
Biodiversity: At least 72 bird species, 10 bat species, and 22 butterﬂy species have been
documented.
Permanence: Long term; at least 25 years.

India: Gadoli and Manda Khal Fee Simple Estates
The Gadoli and Manda Khal Fee Simple Estates were initially managed as tea estates under
diﬀerent ownership. The forests within the estates have been scientiﬁcally managed since 1953,
but until recently, they had been encroached upon and subjected to unauthorised non-forest
activities. To prevent further degradation, a Public Interest Litigation was ﬁled and the state
government accepted that parts of these Estates were forests in 2016.
Geographical deﬁned space: 450 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: Private; owned by the heirs of the property; the joint owners established The Gadoli
and Manda Khal Wildlife Conservation Trust in 2010.
Managed: The Gadoli and Manda Khal Wildlife Conservation Trust.
Biodiversity: 61 avian species from 29 families were identiﬁed. Provides refuge to the leopard,
Himalayan black bear, barking deer, pine martens, and leopard cats, among other species.
Permanence: Long term; the owners made a dedicated trust for it over 12 years ago.

India: The Jabarkhet Nature Reserve
The Jabarkhet Nature Reserve (JNR) is a private forest owned by an entrepreneur. A conservationist and
programme director with World Wildlife Fund (WWF), along with the owner, created the Reserve to protect
the forest from illegal activities and to develop local livelihoods through eco-tourism and promoting
conservation awareness. It is one of the ﬁrst privately managed forest estates in the region that had its
working plans approved by the Forest Department.
Geographical deﬁned space: 44 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: Private; a Board of Directors comprising three people, including the legal owner of the land and
the Managing Director.
Managed: The Managing Director (the conservationist who founded the Reserve).
Biodiversity: Over 300 species of ﬂowering herbaceous plants, over 40 species of ferns and grasses, and
over 100 species of fungi recorded. More than 150 bird species and almost all mammals found in the middle
Himalayas, with breeding populations. Signiﬁcant mammal species recorded include the common leopard,
Himalayan black bear, golden jackal, and the leopard cat. Tigers have also been spotted.
Permanence: Long term; the land has been with the owner’s family for over 90 years.

India: Godrej’s Pirojshanagar Mangroves
Godrej & Boyce Manufacturing Company Limited (Godrej) acquired land in Mumbai in the 1940s to develop
an Industrial Garden Township for their production processes. Seventy-ﬁve percent of the total area is home
to mangroves and open forest, which provide essential ecosystem services such as carbon sequestration,
defence against natural disasters, and habitat to many ﬂora and fauna.
Geographical deﬁned space: 1275 ha; 1228 ha for mangroves and 47 ha for open forests.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: Private; governed by the trustees of the Soonabai Pirojsha Godrej (SPG) Foundation, which was
registered by Godrej in 1985 to formalise their mangrove conservation initiative, and an Environment Cell
that acts as an advisory body.
Managed: SPG Foundation and a dedicated Wetland Management Services (WMS) unit formed by Godrej.
Biodiversity: Has 15 species of mangroves. Shelters diverse wildlife comprising 208 bird species, 82
butterﬂy species, 31 reptile species, 4 mammal species, 22 ﬁsh species, 14 crab species, 7 prawn species,
79 spider species, and more than 75 insect species. Several ‘Vulnerable’ bird species documented, such as
the Eurasian eagle, steppe eagle, and tawny eagle.
Permanence: Long term.

India: SAI (Save Animals Initiative) Sanctuary
Save Animals Initiative (SAI) Sanctuary is India’s ﬁrst private sanctuary. The sanctuary was established in 1992 with the
aim of protecting the biodiversity found within the area. The net annual value of ecosystem services provided by SAI
Sanctuary was estimated to be over 250,000 USD. In recognition of their contribution towards environmental and
biodiversity conservation, the owners were awarded the Karnataka State Environment and Conservation Award and
Karmaveer Maharatna Nobel Laureate award in 2018 and 2019, respectively.
Geographical deﬁned space: 121 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: Private or shared; owned and managed by the couple who owns the property, with additional support from
the SAI (Save Animals Initiative) Sanctuary Trust.
Managed: Same as above.
Biodiversity: The sanctuary is home to more than 100 tree species, 104 butterﬂy species, over 110 bird species, 43
snake species, and mammals such as the Asian elephant, lion-tail macaque, leopard, tiger, Malabar giant squirrel, and
the slender loris. The sanctuary also documented the return of the Eurasian river otter for the ﬁrst time in over 100
years.
Permanence: Long term.

Natural or Restored Parks
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India: Aravalli Biodiversity Park
This was was previously an abandoned mining site that was transformed into a lush
green forest in 10 years. Recently, Aravalli Biodiversity Park was declared India’s
ﬁrst OECM site on World Wetlands Day 2022.
Geographical deﬁned space: 158.6 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: State; the Municipal Corporation of Gurgaon (MCG).
Managed: The MCG and the corporation Hero MotoCorp Limited.
Biodiversity: Harbours endangered and rare plants of the Northern Aravalli hills
(over 300 native species have been recorded). It is also a habitat for over 201
species of birds and various mammal and reptile species.
Permanence: Long term; it is an established OECM with government support.

Colombia: Andakí Municipal Natural Park
In the Colombian Amazon, municipalities concerned about deforestation and illegal mining
established nine municipal parks to secure the provision of key ecosystem services and maintain
sites of cultural and historical signiﬁcance. One of the municipal parks is the Andakí Municipal
Natural Park, and it is now recognised as an OECM.
Geographical deﬁned space: 26,812 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA itself but connects them.
Governed: Shared; the municipality and a non-governmental organization, the Tierra Viva
Foundation.
Managed: Tierra Viva Foundation.
Biodiversity: Rich biodiversity; 2700 species of plants, mammals, birds, amphibians, ﬁshes,
butterﬂies, and reptiles identiﬁed. Of them, 41 were new species, 23 endangered species, and 41
endemic species. The area is adjacent to the Alto Fragua Indiwasi National Park, contributing to
connectivity.
Permanence: Long term; it is an established OECM with municipal support.

Canada: Colonel Samuel Smith Park
Colonel Samuel Smith Park is a remnant of the Crown Lands granted in 1793 to Colonel Samuel
Smith of the Queen’s Rangers. It is one of a number of shoreline and aquatic habitat restoration
projects under the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority’s Lake Ontario waterfront
programme. This park is also a designated Toronto Bird Sanctuary. Recreational and educational
services include hiking trails, outdoor skating, beaches, picnic areas, marina services, and ﬁshing.
Geographical deﬁned space: 78 ha (42 ha of Lake Ontario and 36 ha of land and wetland/pond).
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: State; owned and governed by the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority.
Managed: City of Toronto Parks, Forestry and Recreation Department.
Biodiversity: Supports 23 species of ﬁsh and 256 species of plants that comprise 39 natural and
anthropogenic vegetation communities. The park also provides habitat for 48 breeding vertebrate
species and staging habitat for thousands of migrating songbirds and waterfowl.
Permanence: Long term; it has been established as a park since 1980.

Canada: Morris Island Conservation Area
Morris Island Conservation Area is located along the Ottawa River. It consists of forested
woodlands and wetlands and is open to visitors for recreational activities such as hiking, canoeing,
skiing, and ﬁshing.
Geographical deﬁned space: 47 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: State; owned and governed by Ontario Power Generation and the City of Ottawa.
Managed: Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority.
Biodiversity: Hosts a diverse bird population. The red-shouldered hawk, a national and provincial
species of special concern, is known to nest on site. Many reptile and amphibian species are
found here too, including the nationally signiﬁcant Blanding’s turtle. It also supports nationally
signiﬁcant species of ﬁsh such as the lake sturgeon, and a large number of dragonﬂy species.
Permanence: Long term; it was established in 1987.

Wetlands and Floodplains
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Peru: Pastaza River Wetland Complex
The Pastaza River Wetland Complex is the largest Ramsar site (wetland of
international importance) in the Peruvian Amazon. The site supports a rich diversity
of both permanent and seasonal wetland types, with abundant lakes and islands.
Geographical deﬁned space: Over 3.8 million ha of ﬂooded forests, rivers and
lakes. Deﬁned by geographical river boundaries.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: Shared; government, indigenous peoples, and NGO (WWF).
Managed: NGO (WWF).
Biodiversity: Supports large communities of valuable timber species, 45 palm tree
species, and over 800 other tree and shrub species. Additionally, the Complex is
habitat for the pink river dolphin, the Amazonian manatee, and 300 ﬁsh species.
Permanence: Long term.

India: Jagatpur Wetland
The Jagatpur wetland is a small perennial waterbody. The wetland is mainly rain-fed, but underground
seepage also contributes to its volume of water. It is one of the best birding sites in Bihar in the Gangetic
ﬂoodplains.
Geographical deﬁned space: 40 ha but the water-logged area of the lake extends up to 400 ha during
ﬂoods (natural boundaries).
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: Shared; local communities, Mandar Nature Club (local NGO), and the Bhagalpur Forest Division
(Department of Environment, Forest and Climate Change)
Managed: The local community, with support from Bhagalpur Forest Division, MNC, and the
Eco-Development Committee (EDC).
Biodiversity: Supports many threatened species, such as the greater adjutant stork; pallas’s ﬁsh-eagle, and
oriental darter. Also works as an important link and corridor for birds and other wild fauna in between
diﬀerent landforms and provide breeding, foraging and roosting ground to many species.
Permanence: Long term as the local community has protected it traditionally and now have added support.

India: Kadwa Kosi Floodplains
These ﬂoodplains are a community conserved area that function as a breeding and
foraging ground for the Greater Adjutant Stork and many other birds.
Geographical deﬁned space: 1600 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: Local communities and elected members of the local village council.
Managed: Mandar Nature Club (local NGO), Bhagalpur Forest Division (Department of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change), and the local village council and individuals.
Biodiversity: Home to the globally threatened Greater Adjutant Stork, black-necked stork,
Asian woollyneck, lesser adjutant stork, and painted stork. Other key fauna includes the
endangered Gangetic dolphin, Indian monitor lizard, nilgai, wild boar, jackal, Indian grey
mongoose, and diﬀerent species of turtles and snakes. There are also some large tree
species and fruit orchards.
Permanence: Long term.

Marine Conservation Areas
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Bangladesh: Blue Belt OECM
Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) Bangladesh is working with the Forest
Department and Department of Fisheries to establish a “Blue Belt OECM” in
Bangladesh that connects areas near the “Swatch of No Ground” MPA and the
Nijhum Dwip MPA as well as ﬁve terrestrial protected areas.
Geographical deﬁned space: 270,000 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: Shared; Government/NGO Partnership.
Managed: Government/NGO Partnership.
Biodiversity: The marine waters of Bangladesh support diverse and relatively large
populations of dolphins, porpoises, whales, sharks, rays, and marine turtles,
including numerous species at global conservation risk.
Permanence: Long term.

Canada: Lophelia Coral Conservation Area
The Lophelia Coral Conservation Area hosts Canada’s only known living Lophelia
pertusa reef complex. It is located in the Scotian Shelf Bioregion, Nova Scotia. The
objective of this area is to protect the rare Lophelia pertusa coral reef.
Geographical deﬁned space: 1500 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: State (Fisheries and Oceans Canada).
Managed: Fisheries and Oceans Canada.
Biodiversity: Biodiversity hotspot; these reefs host many other marine species,
including rare ones. Monitoring measures showed that megafauna density and
abundance increased inside the LCCA compared to outside the area.
Permanence: Long term; it is a permanent measure.

Canada: Disko Fan Conservation Area
Disko Fan Conservation Area is a marine refuge in the southern Baﬃn Bay in Canada’s Eastern
Arctic. It was identiﬁed as an Ecologically and Biologically Signiﬁcant Area (EBSA) in 2011 based on
oceanographic characteristics and its ability to provide overwintering habitat for narwhals and
support other marine species.
Geographical deﬁned space: 748,500 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: State; Fisheries and Oceans Canada.
Managed: Two ﬁsheries manage it.
Biodiversity: Supports narwhals and cold water corals, and will likely beneﬁt other species,
including sperm whales, northern bottlenose whales, and benthic ﬁsh and invertebrate species.
DFCA is also anticipated to support ecosystem services and cultural values associated with the
area by providing food stocks to Inuit and scientiﬁc research value.
Permanence: Long term.

Fishing Refugia and Closure Zones
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Canada: Strait of Georgia Glass Sponge Reef Fishing Closures
Fishing closures were enacted to protect nine glass sponge reefs in the Strait of Georgia, oﬀ the
southern coast of British Columbia. The ﬁshing closures prohibit all bottom contact ﬁshing
activities, including bottom trawling, bottom long line, and trap ﬁsheries within 150m of the reefs.
Only a few living glass sponge reefs have been found in British Columbia.
Geographical deﬁned space: There are closures around fourteen glass sponge reefs deﬁned by
polygons, totaling 5100 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: State; Fisheries, Oceans and Canadian Coast Guard.
Managed: Federal, via their Integrated Fisheries Management Plans (IFMPs).
Biodiversity: Glass sponge reefs are rare. The reefs are also very important for creating refugia
and nursery habitat for commercially important and threatened species, including rockﬁsh, spot
prawns, halibut and herring.
Permanence: Long term.

Colombia: Traditional Fishing Exclusive Zones
In these areas, only traditional and sport ﬁshing are allowed, whereas all high-impact ﬁshing gear is
excluded. The objectives of this measure are to promote the recovery of ﬁshing along the coast and
improve the livelihoods of ﬁshers and their families.
Geographical deﬁned space: These areas comprise 100,000 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not considered to be PAs.
Governed: Shared; the National Aquaculture and Fishing Authority (AUNAP) and a coordinating committee
chaired by the traditional ﬁshers’ representative body. A governance agreement has been forged with the
ﬁshing communities, productive sector, regional, municipal, and ethnic authorities.
Managed: The AUNAP and the regional environmental authority are responsible for surveillance and
control. Fisher communities monitor ﬁshing resources and control activities over big ﬁsheries that use
prohibited nets.
Biodiversity: Supports the recovery of ﬁsh species such as the yellowﬁn tuna, green jack, bigeye trevally,
yellow snapper, Paciﬁc dog snapper, blue-striped chub, Almaco jack, Spottail grunt, rock hind, and Paciﬁc
bearded bortula.
Permanence: Long term; the measure has been sustained for over 15 years.

Mexico: Fishing Refuge Areas in Akumal, Quintana Roo
In 2015, an agreement establishing a ﬁshing refuge area in marine waters under federal
jurisdiction was issued for the conservation of several species.
Geographical deﬁned space: 988 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: State; National Fisheries Commission (CONAPESCA; Spanish acronym) and the
National Fisheries Institute (INAPESCA; Spanish acronym).
Managed: A regional committee for ﬁsheries management. Includes CONAPESCA and
INAPESCA representatives in addition to El Corredor ﬁshers.
Biodiversity: Has a variety of marine ecosystems ranging from the mangrove, seagrass
beds, coral reef lagoons, and deep and shallow coral reefs. These fragile ecosystems
have a high biodiversity of ﬂora and fauna.
Permanence: Long term; has been in place since 2015, but also depends on a contract
renewal every 6 years

Production Landscapes Managed for Conservation

Bali, Indonesia;
Image Credit: Nick Fewings on Unsplash

Indonesia: Hutan Harapan Ecosystem Restoration Concession
Hutan Harapan is the ﬁrst ERC site in Indonesia established to conserve the rainforest in Sumatra. There are
also other ERCs in Sumatra such as Bukit Tigapuluh (“30 Hills”) ERC. ERCs are forests designated for
production purposes that have high biodiversity value, and they complement protected area networks. The
natural forest in Hutan Harapan is also of important economic, social and spiritual value to the Batin
Sembilan Indigenous peoples.
Geographical deﬁned space: 98,000 ha. The area is deﬁned legally under a licensing procedure.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA; considered a forestry concession.
Governed: Private; NGO Partnership
Managed: Private company, but within the production zone, collaboration and livelihood zones have also
been designated to work with the communities who live inside the concession.
Biodiversity: Key Biodiversity Area; home to over 1350 plant and animal species, including the Sumatran
tiger and Asian elephant
Permanence: Long term. The ERC license to manage the southern part of Hutan Harapan is for 100 years,
starting in 2008. The second license to manage the northern part is for 60 years starting 2017.

Colombia: Civil Society Natural Reserve “El Silencio”
This natural reserve is owned by a family interested in conserving the Andean forest, as
well as producing milk under good environmental practices (this reserve is currently
recognised by the cattle group of friendly milk production). It is located in the most
important corridor of the Andean forest and enhances biological connectivity. It is the last
viable refuge on the long term for the conservation of many fauna and ﬂora species.
Geographical deﬁned space: 118 ha. Deﬁned through a public deed.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: Private; the owners of the reserve.
Managed: Privately by the owners of the reserve.
Biodiversity: High biodiversity. More than 500 plant species and 100 bird species
recorded in the area. Some of these species are only found in healthy forests.
Permanence: Long term. The area has been owned by the family across generations.

Spain: Recovered Chestnut Orchard Forests in Asturias
Chestnut orchards beneﬁt local communities with many goods and services, such as chestnut fruits, wood,
and agro-forestry grazing areas. Their strategic position in the landscape often helps with local climate
regulation, erosion protection, water puriﬁcation, and biodiversity protection. *A case study for
socio-ecological production landscapes and seascapes (SEPLS) but it can also be an OECM.
Geographical deﬁned space: 48 ha (deﬁned production forest areas).
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA; is a production landscape.
Governed: State; regional government.
Managed: Regional government and local communities.
Biodiversity: High biodiversity. Inhabited by many small mammals and birds. Important for the diet of
species like the brown bear, which is endangered in NW Spain and an umbrella species for conservation in
the area.
Permanence: Unclear, but likely to be long term as their recovery was supported by the government (at the
request of the community) and is very valuable to local communities and species.

Sustainable Community Pastures
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South Africa: Dixie Community Rangelands
The community primarily uses this land for grazing cattle using ecologically conscious methods,
with the aim to support their livestock and livelihoods. Conserving endangered species and
promoting ecological connectivity are also their secondary aims.
Geographical deﬁned space: 1329 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA; considered to be a pasture.
Governed: Shared; traditional Authority (community) with two parallel committees — a Community
Development Forum (CDF) and the Farmers’ Cooperative — and an NGO partnership with
Conservation South Africa (CSA).
Managed: Community, with help from the NGO CSA.
Biodiversity: Highly important for ecological connectivity and acts as a buﬀer as it is situated
between two protected areas (Manyaleti Game reserve and Sabie Sands Game Reserve), which
form part of the Greater Kruger open system and support those PAs and their species.
Permanence: Unclear, but likely to be long term since it beneﬁts the community economically to
use this land sustainability

Conserved Sections of Military Reserves
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Canada: Canadian Forces Base Shilo, Manitoba
This is a military training area that has certain parts with primarily natural habitats that are
relatively undisturbed. It is located in sensitive mixed-grass prairie in Central Canada. It
has been recognised as an OECM and is the ﬁrst Canadian military base recognised as a
part of the Canadian protected and conserved areas network.
Geographical deﬁned space: 23,061 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: State; governed and managed by the Department of National Defense,
Canada.
Managed: Same as above.
Biodiversity: The site maintains abundant and diverse wildlife populations and 17 at-risk
species.
Permanence: Long term.

Australia: Bradﬁeld Field Training Area, Northern Territory
Bradshaw Field Training Area is a very large property that is primarily for military training
activities, but also supports the protection and enhancement of natural values through
both passive and deliberate management.
Geographical deﬁned space: 870,000 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: State; Australian Department of Defence.
Managed: Australian Department of Defence and Indigenous people for regions that they
traditionally own.
Biodiversity: Four threatened (EPBC Act List of Threatened Fauna) species have been
recorded here (Gouldian ﬁnch, crested shrike tit, purple crowned fairy wren, and northern
quoll) and a further 14 species have possibly been identiﬁed on the site. 33 EPBC listed
migratory species have also been recorded on the site.
Permanence: Long term.

Historic Wreck Sites
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United Kingdom: Scapa Flow
Scapa Flow is historically known as a safe harbour in Scotland. Parts of Scapa Flow
are preserved as important cultural and heritage sites for the warship wrecks and
war graves from the First and Second World Wars. It is also a scuba diving location
for those who wish to explore these wrecks.
Geographical deﬁned space: 32,450 ha.
Not recognised as a protected area: Not a PA.
Governed: State; Orkney Islands Harbour Authority.
Managed: Orkney Islands Harbour Authority.
Biodiversity: Provides protection to the benthic ecosystem, maerl beds, ﬂame shell
beds, horse mussel reefs, and fan shells, which are thriving in this area and are very
rare in other parts of Scotland.
Permanence: Long term.
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